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a rapid extension of the dairy industry. North Brabant now ranks sec-
ond in butter production, and Limburg ranks fifth. Cheese production
has not attained the importance in these newer areas that it has in the
older clay provinces. It is true that Limburg has given to the world
a cheese famed alike for its relish and its obnoxious odor, but most
of the Dutch cheese comes from the central districts.

The southeast is also rapidly becoming industrialized. This move-
ment has been aided by the almost incredibly rapid increase of coal
production from the Limburg mines. The industries are highly diversi-
fied and are providing employment for an increasingly large propor-
tion of the population.

Part of the  Philips Electrical  Works  at  Einhoven.   (Courtesy  of  the   Nether-
lands Railways.)

In these higher lands of the east dikes are unnecessary except to
protect the clay lands along the rivers, and drainage is no longer a
problem. Consequently canals are not as numerous, and the slow-flow-
ing rivers are the principal waterways.

AGRICULTURE

Although agriculture does not hold the same relative position as
it did in the past, it is still of major importance. It not only provides a
considerable proportion of the domestic food supply, but furnishes 40
per cent of all exports.

Approximately 27 per cent of the area of the country is arable
land, 37.4 per cent is in permanent pasture, and 7 per cent is covered
with woods and forests. While crop production has increased within